1st Duffield Scout Troop

Knife Policy

Knives have been an integral part of Scouting since it first started over 100 years ago, however a lot has changed since the first camp on Brownsea Island.  Recently there has been a lot of speculation as to where the Scout Association stands with regards to young people having and using knives.  Hopefully the following information and guidelines will help clarify the situation.  

When a young person joins Scouts, it is almost a rite of passage that they receive their first penknife.  We all know about the rapid increase in knife related crimes in recent years.  However, the Scout Association believes that with the right training and supervision, there is no reason why a young person should not be allowed to use a penknife.  A penknife should be seen as a tool used for a task and not a toy to be played with.  
The Law

It is illegal for someone under the age of 18 to purchase a knife, razor blade or axe.  

A legal knife must be no more than 3 inches long and have a non-fixed blade i.e. the blade should not lock into place.  It is an arrestable offence to carry a locking blade or a blade longer than 3 inches in a public place without good reason (e.g. a chef carrying their tools to their place of work).  It is also against the law to carry a knife of any length on school premises.  
Troop Policy

We do not object to Scouts bringing a knife to camps.  Please only bring knives on Troops nights when it is appropriate, the Leaders will advise of this.  We ask that all knives remain in pockets or bags unless they have asked to use it.  Any knife seen out without permission will be confiscated until the end of the meeting.  

As a Scout is too young to purchase a knife, we expect them all to have had permission from their parents in order to be in possession of one.  If you do not consent for them to have or use a knife or axe whilst at Scouts then please inform the Section Leader.  
Only knives that meet the general legal requirement are acceptable in that:
· It has a blade less than 3 inches in length

· It has a non-locking blade

· When on visits, knives remain at home/camp

Buying a Knife

Popular knives used by Scouts are the Swiss Army type.  There are many different styles to choose from and it is important to choose one that has a non-locking blade.  Prices vary from under £10 to well over £80.  The more expensive models have a huge array of extra features that rarely get used and just get in the way, making the knife heavy and harder to handle.  Popular models are the ‘hiker’, ‘camper’ and ‘climber’ versions retailing at about £16.

If you do decide to purchase a knife for your child, please ensure the rules above are explained to them.  As with any personal kit, ensure it is named to aid re-uniting lost items.  Many companies offer an engraving service.
